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Advancement of Curriculum Studies?

The Caribbean Association

and publication of Carib-

for the Advancement of bean curriculum works.

Curriculum  Studies
(CAACY) is an association

of scholars,

philosophers, curriculum &I
workers and  graduate |20/
students that provide a |:

forum for scholarly dis-

course and the promaotion

These will include Caribbe-
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CAAGS Forging Ahead

Forming a Caribbean Cur-
riculum Studies associa-
tion has been the dream
for Dr Andrea Baldwin and
Or Carmel Roofe for many
years. When the two re-
connected in 2017 ideas
collided and life was given

to a dream. The Caribbean

Association for the Ad-
vancement of Curriculum
Studies  (CAACS)
formed, albeit quiescent

until June 12, 2019; CAACS

was officially launched

was

with its inaugural meeting.
During this meeting, the

executive body was se-

1CE SCIENCE STUDENTSUC INING A . .
i zation of curriculum stud-

an epistemologies  and
cultural- contextual un-
derstandings of curricu-
lum and curriculum prod-
ucts within the global con-

text of the internationali-

IES.

lected from among a
group of curriculum grad-
uate students. The execu-
tive was selected following
a no count vote; persons
volunteered or were nomi-

nated based on their

strengths and talents.
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Lofounders” Messages
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[ During the academic ing curriculum to docu-  ence in Texas. USA. At the 1
I year 2016-17 as | led the ments received from the conference, | reconnected 1
I Curriculum and Instruc-  central ministry. The dis-  with Dr. Andrea Baldwin, a
: tion programme at the course at that time centred  Jamaican residing in the
: School of Education, UW|  on  graduate  students’  USA and who | met briefly
j Mona, | was inspired by views about the lack of some years earlier. She
| my graduate students to  awareness amongst educa-  shared her desire for want-
I "act” regarding curricu-  tion stakeholders about the  ing to harness the rich cur-
I lum advocacy. This re- power that resides in a riculum heritage that re- 0r. Carmel Raot
| _ . . . . r. Larmel koote,
I suItEd.frnm sgvaral con deep_er understa.ndmg of s|des. in Jamaica. lnStant.ly' Seniar Lecturer Curriculum
: versations with gradu- curriculum. During that her ideas resonated with | and Instruction,
ate students about their  same academic year (April  me, and meeting dates were | School of Education,
: dissatisfacti i i The University of the West
I issatisfaction as cur-  2017), | presented for the established for consolidat- | : niversity o
; riculum specialists with first time at the American ing our ideas. This gave | "o
1 how curriculum is con-  Association for the Ad-  birth to the Caribbean As- I
| ceptualized within the vancement of Curriculum  sociation for the Advance- I
I Jamaican context; limit-  Studies (AAACS) Confer-  ment of Curriculum Studies. I
M. _7
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The idea for the establish-  member of a cohort from  students as beneficiaries. |
ment of a Caribbean Asso-  Andrews  University. | | thought that it would be |
cigtion for the Advance-  gsked myself “What would ~ of tremendous worth to |
3 ment of Curriculum Stud-  prevent us from having a  share such intellectual :
\ % ies (CAAGS) was bornas | sgmewhat similar organi-  capital amongst us and, |
4 4 presented one of my first  zation in the Caribbean?” | with other curriculum |
Andrea M. Baldwin, MBA, Ph. D |research papers at Berk-  thought of my Caribbean theorists, scholars, pro- |
Chair, Taskforce on Ethics, ley University in Dakland,  people and the tremendous — fessors and graduate stu- !
Spirituality and the Curriculum, California at the American _ _ _ |
ABACS Chair § Prafessar, 8 | _ﬂﬂ an  work we do in Curriculum  dents. It is therefare with :
Business Department Association for the Ad-  Studies, Curriculum Devel-  tremendous delight that |
Washingtan Adventist vancement of Curriculum  gpment, Instruction and  Dr.Roofe and | are able to |
University, MI], USA. S . AAAES | . ..
tudies ( ). lwasa Pedagngy but most of cofound this organization. |
Ph.D candidate at the time  which go unpublished and A dream that is coming :
and was presenting as @  ynheard of except for our  through! |

CAACS
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C\|feleome!

The academic year 2018/19 saw
the establishment of the Caribbean
Association for the Advancement
of Curriculum Studies (CAACS)
with a dedicated group of graduate
students who are curriculum spe-
cialists; this launch of CAACS is so
fitting and divinely timed. It is our
vision and collective desire that
CAACS will serve as an engine and
magnet to attract talents and
stimulate thought and action re-

garding Caribbean curriculum
studies; mobilizing individuals to
research, present and disseminate
their knowledge and skills.

CAACS is envisioned as a space
and place where graduate stu-
dents, practitioners and scholars
will share, trade, debate and distill
ideas and 'know how'. This is a
foundation and legacy we hope to
leave for many generations to
come. We encourage you to be-

come @ member whether you are
residing in or outside the Caribbe-
an.

Welcome to CAACS!

Dr. Andrea Baldwin and

Dr. Carmel Roofe,
Cofounders, CAACS

———————————————— - \
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Meet The Executive Body
: Member Office :
: Dr Andrea Baldwin Cofounder !
I Dr Carmel Roofe Cofounder I
j  Mrs Shalene Chung- Thomas ~ Secretary I
i Mrs Lovette Bailey PRO and Marketing I
Ms Deandrea Scott Publications Officer |
1 Ms Krystal Williams Copy Editor |
| Ms Sophia Rodney Membership Care |
I Ms Tian Bennett Treasurer/ Fundraising |
I Mrs Toween Campbell- Wilson ~ Technaology Officer |
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From left: Mrs. Bailey, Ms. Bennett, and Mrs. Thomas Chung at AAACS

Jamaica Represents
al Conference

Three promising graduate Curriculum and In-
struction students from the University of the
West Indies, Mona campus, under the tutelage of
the esteemed Dr Carmel Roofe, share with us
their experiences as presenters at the American
Association for the Advancement of Curriculum
Studies (AAACS) conference held in Toronto Can-
ada in April 2019. Worthy of note is that these
curriculum advocates later became executive
members of the Caribbean Association for the
Advancement of Curriculum Studies (CAACS).
They are Mrs. Shalene Chung Thomas, Secretary,
Mrs. Lovette Railey, PRO & Marketing and Ms. Tian
Bennett, Treasurer/ fundraising. They answered
the call for papers under the theme “Resituating
Accountability in Curriculum Studies” with a pa-
per entitled Accountability as a mode of coloniza-
tion: Ihreats to teachers’ autonomy and students’
creativity.

Article continues on page 4
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' The Caribbean Association for the Advancement of Curriculum Studies |
I (CAACS) through its mandate aims to indigenize curriculum conversa- !
: tions thus shifting the discourse from that which is American and Brit- !
I ish based to that which focuses on the Caribbean region. '
I To achieve its aim the CAACS seeks to engage curriculum scholars and :
I _ o enthusiasts through meetings, seminars, panel discussions, symposi- |
j Caribbean Association for the \q and conferences and by so doing galvanize support and ideas re- ]
| Advancement of Curriculum oqrding Caribbean curriculum thought. I
[ The first such public engagement will be the first biennial conference |
: T e ot slated for March 12, 2020 for which the Call for papers is now out, un- |
: caacsim@gmail.com der the theme "Caribbean Curriculum Making: Reflecting on the |
: Past, Shaping the Future”. :
I |
\ /

Jamaica Represents at Conference con

They shared their experiences. which
they all agreed were rewarding and en-
riching both professionally and personal-
ly. Mrs. Bailey recounts “As a curriculum
student, it provided an opportunity to
gain greater knowledge and expertise in
the field of Curriculum Studies. The con-
ference was a great platform to network
with peers and experts within the field, to
encounter new ideas and thinking about
curricula, to position one's self in the
global conversation about curriculum and
have fun doing so." The team of ladies
worked collaboratively and tirelessly on
their paper for presentation. Mrs. Chung
Thomas purports, “The resultant paper
gave us the opportunity to discuss and
evaluate our current pedagogy and
school systems from which the idea that
accountability as employed in many of
our local schools deprives teachers of
their autonomy in teaching and learning

in their classrooms and which by exten-
sion stifles creativity among our stu-
dents." Ms. Bennett adds to the discussion
that "the opportunity to present at the
AAACS was an empowering and enriching
journey, a journey that began with uncer-
tainty and ended with confidence and em-
powerment. Upon returning to Jamaica
and my place of work, | felt more confident
to speak on matters regarding the curric-
ulum and its practice and also to advocate
for curriculum to be resituated in the
hands of teachers”.

The ladies also shared their trepidations
and excitement during processes like ap-
plying for and receiving their Canadian
visas and Fellowship from the University of
the West Indies. They shared also their
experiences in traversing the streets and
subways of Toronto, and of netwaorking and
socializing with individuals in the field of
curriculum from South Africa, USA, India,
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and the Philippines among other coun-
tries. The scholarly conversations they
engaged in brought to the fore that the
problems in education are similar across
the globe. However, what is needed in
our |ocal context is social justice through
scholarly and research- based work in
curriculum in Jamaica; a void the Carib-
bean Association for the Advancement of
Curriculum Studies (CAACS) endeavours
to fill.

From left: Dr. RufE. Ms. Bennett, Mrs Bailey
and Mrs. Thomas Chung




